TOWN OF LANDGROVE

2104 Town Meeting

at Landgrove Town Hall, 88 Landgrove Road

Monday, March 3, 6:00 PM

Attendance: 43 Voters, Senator Bob Hartwell, Esther Fishman (Londonderry SW Group) and Chrissy Blaylock (the Collaborative)

Senator Bob Hartwell spoke about bills in the senate in Montpelier and explained the rise in property taxes at the state level, as affected by the declining number of students- solutions like our Mountain Town Regional Educational District may help if adopted by more communities statewide. There are challenges facing the legislature as it attempts to face down the problem of drugs-for-guns from out of staters, both in terms of prevention and treatment as well as increased sentences for offenders. Esther Fishman explained the new recycling laws coming and the schedule and logistics to accommodate them, Chrissy Blaylock from the Collaborative presented the drug abuse program Refuse to Use and other programs the Collaborative enhances our community with.

ARTICLE 1.
To elect a Moderator for the ensuing year. The Clerk cast one ballot for Clare Munat – Nominated by Jeremiah Evarts, seconded by John Ogden. 

ARTICLE 2.
To elect the following officers as required by law:


Town Clerk, 1 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Chrystal Cleary – nominated by Claudia Harris, seconded by Mary Gouger.


Town Treasurer, 1 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Andrea Ogden – nominated by Sally Waite, seconded by Jay Snyder.


Selectman, 3 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Jeremiah Evarts – nominated by Melva Bigelow, seconded by Dalen Cole.


Auditor, 3 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Peggy Mole – nominated by Kathy Snyder, seconded by John Ogden.


Lister, 3 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Mary Gouger – nominated by John Ogden, seconded by Jeremiah Evarts.


Cemetery Commissioner, 5 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Lynn Eckhardt – nominated by Clarence Nichols, seconded by Kathy Snyder.


Collector of Delinquent Taxes 1 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Sarah Waite – nominated by Andrea Ogden, seconded by Chrystyna Young. The Town congratulates Sarah for her 25th term and thanks her for her excellent service!


Grand Juror, 1 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Claudia Harris – nominated by Melva Bigelow, seconded by Malcolm McNair.


Town Agent, 1 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Chrystyna Young – nominated by Charles Sweetman, seconded by Jeremiah Evarts.


Town Constable, 1 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for John Wiley – nominated by Claudia Harris, seconded by May Bigelow.


Trustee of Public Funds, 3 year term- The Clerk cast one ballot for Andrea Ogden – nominated by Robert Waite, seconded by Jeremiah Evarts.

ARTICLE 3.
The article was moved by Johnathan Bigelow, seconded by Sally Waite.

To hear the reports of the Town Officers and take proper action on the Auditors’ report: Jeremiah Evarts presented the Selectmen’s Report, highlighting improvements in road maintenance, high speed internet access, the success of the Pitcher Forest project, and savings the Town has enjoyed from increased recycling. John Ogden explained the details of getting the last corner of Landgrove connected – that Fairpoint is scheduled to replace the switch in Weston (hopefully this year) which will enable service to the area of town served by the Weston lines. Andy Torre spoke for the people in thanking Senator Bob Hartwell for helping bring internet access to town.

All are reminded that Selectmen’s meetings are at 8am on the second Thursday, and 6pm on the 4th Thursday of each month, and the public is welcome. Thanks to the Landgrove Historical Society and Steve Hall for renovating the library/stage section of the schoolhouse.  

The town website is landgrove.vermont.gov and it contains many useful items such as zoning regulations and the town plan, a calendar. In addition, our new data management system is working well and we need everyone’s help to keep contact info for townspeople up to date, especially email addresses. Andrea reminded everyone that the address for the Town 88 Landgrove Road, and that the PO Box we previously held is not in service and the forwarding order would soon expire.

Our Treasurer also reminded all to file their annual Homestead Declaration, due April 15th, and that computers are available this evening to do so online if anyone wishes. Homestead filing date reminder was written on the blackboard, along with an outline of the way property taxes are determined and the many factors that go into that calculation.

Chuck Sweetman presented the Listers’ report and all the work going into our Town-wide reassessment, property visits should be completed the end of March, beginning of April. Letters of the new assessed values will go out in June as usual. The Selectmen thanked the Listers for all their hard work and long hours in the cold working on this project.

Seth Bigelow spoke briefly about the Conservation Commission and the next steps for Pitcher Forest- spring cleanup by the logger, planting of oaks, the walking path and a memorial plaque and ceremony honoring Lynn Pitcher. He reminded citizens to like the Landgrove Conservation Commission on Facebook.

In the Cemetery Report, Clarence Nichols presented the Commission’s desire to replace the chain link fence around the cemetery with a nice stone wall and the details and costs associated with that. Selectman Jeremiah Evarts said the Selectmen will look at that with him when the snow is gone.

May Bigelow announced the Historical Society’s annual Pancake Breakfast for Sunday March 30


ARTICLE 4.
To see if the Town will authorize its Selectboard to apply any surplus or unanticipated funds toward the proposed budget. The article was moved by Robert Waite, seconded by Chrystyna Young and unanimously accepted.

ARTICLE 5.
To see if the Town will vote to pay its taxes on real and personal property on or before October 1st, 2014. The article was moved by Kathy Snyder, seconded by Sally Waite and unanimously accepted.

ARTICLE 6.
To see if the Town will vote to raise the budgeted monies necessary to pay Town expenses and obligations for the 2013 year. The article was moved by May Bigelow, seconded by Lynn Echhardt and unanimously accepted.

ARTICLE 7.
To transact any other non-binding business proper to come before said meeting, not acted upon in the preceding articles. Moved by Melva Bigelow, seconded by Sally Waite.

- Karl Pfister proposes that the Town approach Gisela Gamper about a section of her property on Landgrove Road/Ridge Road for the Town Equipment Barn.


- Charles Sweetman complimented Andrea Ogden on an excellent Town Report and website. Thanked the Selectmen for doing an excellent job managing our Town.


- The final item for Town Meeting was to agree to meet again in 2015 on the first Monday in March at 6pm, moved by Claudia Harris, seconded by John Ogden and unanimously accepted.

March 3th 2014


Respectfully submitted by Chrystal Cleary, Town Clerk
Landgrove, Vermont



___________________________________
Town Clerk



___________________________________
Moderator

___________________________________

Selectman

