Selectboard Agenda 

November 13th Meeting  8 am

Landgrove Town Hall

Present:  Jerry Evarts, Greg Eckhardt, Seth Bigelow, May Bigelow, Priscilla Grayson and Andrea Ogden

Meeting was called to order at 8:10am

Roads – Still waiting on estimate from Merrill’s regarding the cost to put a culvert in across Dr. Hazard’s property on Nichols Road. 

Town Forests

Evarts Forest:  Jerry will send DiBernardo an email asking for the line between the town property and Mary Ogden’s property to be more clearly marked.  It was noted that this is also a county line between Bennington County and Windham County and a town line between Landgrove and Londonderry. 

Members of the Select Board, the Conservation Commission and our Forester walked the forest last week.  Kevin Light joined them, as he is an abutter.  He raised two primary concerns.  First, he questioned whether the right of way to the Town Land was considered still valid due to disuse.  The second concern was about the public access to the Town Land and whether a private ROW could be used by the public to access public property.  The forester noted that the forest is not yet ready to be harvested as a timber crop, but did recommend further resource analysis and potential treatment options for the future of the forest.  It was agreed that the town would go ahead with the resource analysis and that Andrea would discuss the neighbor’s concerns regarding the ROW with our town lawyer.  

Comfort Forest:  The Listers have completed their reassessment of the property given the restrictions contained in the deed to the Town.  It was agreed that this assessment would be multiplied by the town’s current CLA, as determined by the state, to arrive at an asking price for the land.  It was agreed that Andrea would draft a letter to all the abutters advising them that the land is available for sale and the sale price.  Priscilla noted that she feels that the proceeds of town lands should be put towards increasing accessibility for the remaining pieces of Town Land.  

Town Shed Update

Jerry is contacting the Department of Environmental Conservation to further discuss the possibility of using the Leurich property as a site for the Town Shed.  May stated that she was concerned about the Town Shed creating further barriers to using Leurich field as a public space.  Seth presented the FIRM maps showing the flood boundaries.  It was agreed that the necessary permits might not be granted for this site, but that it was worth pursuing it further.  Jerry asked Andrea to look into the details of the VT Land Trust conservation easement that was placed on the land.  

Cemetery Wall Update

Andrea stated that the expenses for the Cemetery Wall project exceed the amount in the fund.  The Select Board agreed to pay the balance owed to Ogden and Chalmers for the work already done and directed Andrea to contact the Cemetery Commission about the situation, looking for more information about the scope and timing of the project.  

It was noted that Landgrove Meeting House yard improvements were done by a combination of Ogden & Chalmers, Dick Adams, and Merrill’s.  

Property Tax Assessment Appeals

Andrea noted that the expenses for the two appeals were around $2000 to date.  

Select Board voted to cancel the meeting scheduled for 6:00pm on Thanksgiving.  They wish everyone a happy holiday.  

Board convened to executive session.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15am. 

Respectfully submitted by Andrea Ogden

