Town of Landgrove Select Board Meeting Minutes December 11 2014

In attendance: Selectmen John Ogden, Greg Eckhardt and Jeremiah Evarts, Treasurer Andrea Ogden, Clerk Chrystal Cleary, Cemetery Commission Members Clarence Nichols, Lynn Eckhardt and John English, May Bigelow, Melva Bigelow, Conservation Commission Priscilla Grayson.

Called to order at 8:08 AM

Clarence reports on the stonewall project at the Cemetery: A subcontractor was hired (Luke) to complete the front side of the wall- the cost for work completed to date is $22,000. Clarence outlined the plans for the walls on either side, which will require less stone to complete than the front wall, being lower and less thick. Since the stone required for those walls has been brought on site, and was donated, he estimates cost for the remaining work to be about 75% of the front wall, or $15, 000. Work is expected to continue in spring when the snow is gone. Jerry asked Clarence to source some estimates form other wall builders for comparison, and Greg floated the idea of warning a vote at Town Meeting for the Town to contribute to some of that expense. The Cemetery Commission will also send out another donation letter in the spring.

The Roadside Ditch in front of Dr Hazard’s property- After speaking with the State and Merrills Construction,  the Selectmen have determined the following: the homeowner is responsible for driveways and connections to Town Roads by law, including any culverts or drainage solutions necessary to construct a way of vehicle passage; and Merrills have quotes written for Dr Hazard in the past with regard to culverts and drainage solutions in front of this property in the past, notably 15 years ago, indicative that this is not actually a new problem. The Town is not responsible to manage access from the property to the road. Chrystal will write a letter to Dr Hazard for the Selectmen.

More sand may be required for this winter as the recent ice storm has Jay ‘burning through’ the supply.

The Selectboard approved a holiday gift card for Jay again as last year to Dick’s sporting goods.

Mary Ann Remolade from NERC called in to explain why her organization needs a letter from the Landgrove Selectboard in support of a grant application NERC is writing.  Benefits tot he Town would be free educational, technical assistance to increase compliance with the state recycling laws. The Selectmen gave verbal approval, but noted that it makes no sense to support this if Londonderry doesn’t, so if Londonderry approves it at their meeting on the 15th, then the singed letter form Landgrove will be released to NERC.

Ordinance- a town civil ordinance was adopted titled “Variable Rate Pricing by Volume or Weight for Municipal Solid Waste Collection” (full text can be read at Town Hall) this Ordinance is posted for comment on the website and at places around town for a 14 day comment period.

Andrea has drafted a letter to the abutters of Comfort Forest, which the Selectmen reviewed. It will be mailed today. The letter states the price for the parcel, but that if no response is forthcoming the Town will proceed with Forest Management.

Priscilla Grayson reported that the Conservation Commission and Kyle Mason are developing a long range plan for Evarts Forest, with 15 year cuttings. It also remains changeable to that plans can adjust as wildlife and recreation uses change.

May Bigelow raised the question of the location for the Town trucks/sandpile/shed, but the locations currently considerable all have major drawbacks, either in terms of wetland content, the direction of approach, distance from the major routes in town, or restrictions through the Land Trust or the National Forest. John points out that the situation just may not be solvable at this time but that conditions are always changing and the Town will continue to be alert for and explore options as things evolve.

Chrystal reports that due to an error in the 2012 election term for Justices of the Peace (elected for 5 years in 2012 and thus not elected at the 2014 election, but later discovered that the State only allows them to be elected for 2 year terms), she is exploring with the State how to appoint the Jps.

Jay has requested a radio in the truck, John will speak with Steve and Cameron to get that set up.

Use Policy for Town Hall was reviewed and amended to permit use for events conducted by Landgrove residents only.

The Selectmen voted to cancel the next regular meeting (which would have been Christmas Day Dec 25th) but in light of the budget/town report season to meet three times in January, with an additional dedicated Budget meeting 15th of January at 6pm. Chrystal will warn that meeting.

This meeting was adjourned at 9:51 am

Respectfully submitted, Chrystal Cleary, Town Clerk

